Strand 4 Genetically Modified Food

Suppose a consumer reads the following news release regarding the safety of a genetically modified

(GM) food product.

GM Grains Pose No Health Risk

Researchers report that genetically modified (GM) grains fed to test mice

have no negative impact on health. In two trials, the offspring of mice fed

GM grain for three weeks showed a similar survival rate as the offspring

of mice that were fed non-GM grain. The trials have been called as a

victory for GM food producers. A spokesperson for the research group

stated that “it is highly unlikely for any unintended side effects to occur as

a result of human consumption of GM grains.”
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Provide three reasons a consumer should question the conclusions presented in this news release.

Rubric for Genetically Modified Food
Possible Correct Responses:

· No data are presented to back up the statement(s).

· “Similar survival rate” is vague; how similar was the survival rate?

· Survival is only one aspect of health; no other potential side-effects were mentioned (immune

             responses, tumor formation, etc.)

· The conclusions were based on a three-week study; what about long-term consumption of GM

            grains?

· There is no indication of who the researchers were affiliated with to determine whether they may have had an agenda/bias.

· Two trials are not sufficient to draw a definitive conclusion.

· Just because it does not affect mice does not mean it will not affect humans.

· Other acceptable questions.

3-Point Rubric:
Score 3

The response provides three reasons a consumer should question the conclusions presented in the news

release.

Score 2

The response provides two reasons a consumer should question the conclusions presented in the news

release.

Score 1

The response provides one reason a consumer should question the conclusions presented in the news

release.

Score 0

The response describes little or no accurate or relevant information related to the credibility of the

claims in the news release.
Sample Student Responses:
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