
Dear Charter Oak Families: 
 
As we start the beginning of the third week of school I would like to welcome you all to a new and 
exciting school year with my best wishes to everyone. I am confident that each of your children has had a 
good start and are coming home sharing excitement, confidence, and joy. 
 
In these initial days we have already started our partnership with you in many ways and we thank you for 
that. Your 
daily presence at school, in whatever form works for you, is critical to us. Whether it is a quick phone call 
sharing with a teacher something important to your child, or a question regarding homework at pickup 
time, or your presence at 
Curriculum Night, we truly appreciate your commitment of working together on the common goal of 
having a school that supports your children’s education, well-being, and growth. 
 
We start the year with renewed energy and important work ahead. As an International Baccalaureate 
School, Charter Oak embarks in 2018-19 on a Self-Study prior to the Re- 
Authorization Process by the IB organization due next year. This is a task that will allow us to continue 
calling ourselves an IB school and will require an extensive and deep reflection on who we are and if we 
are living the IB principles in our everyday practices to fulfill our mission as an International 
Baccalaureate School. 
 
Our work will also continue to focus on Instruction. Charter Oak joins our district’s efforts to assure that 
all children receive first class instruction in all areas that help our students achieve their goals and dreams. 
This year much of our attention will be in the area of Mathematics. I am sure that you have already 
noticed some changes in the way our 
students learn math these days. Your partnership in this area is very important to us so please don’t 
hesitate to contact us with any questions, ideas or concerns. 
 
Sustainability and Peace will stay as the two major global topics that will drive our dialogue with your 
children as we help them become more internationally minded and provide opportunities for taking action 
in our own community 
starting at school. The strong support and encouragement of our PTO and the work of the newly 
student-created Student Government, we will deepen our commitment of making Charter Oak a more 
sustainable place. 
 
Our commitment to having a peaceful school shows every day but we also take every opportunity we 
have to celebrate the idea of peace and reflect on what it actually means to each of us. And our first 
opportunity of doing so is around the corner. Please join us on September 21st to celebrate Peace in our 
school at our traditional event by the flagpole. This year we will be celebrating the 70th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Our teachers, students, and many parent volunteers are already 
working together to make the event, one of the most beloved in our school, a meaningful occasion for our 
children. 
 
With the work of our wonderful staff and your critical partnership my hope is that your child truly has a 
great year and find opportunities to grow, lead and shine. We will be there for them! You can count on 
that! 
 
Sincerely, 



 
 
Juan Melián 
Principal 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


