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Distribution Of Connections
An on-line version of Connections With the West Hartford Public Schools is now available at http://www.whps.org/connections.pdf. If you do 
not wish to have a copy of Connections mailed to your home, please email connectionsoptout@whps.org with your name, address, child’s 
name and school. Thank you.
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Clear Paths. Bright Futures. No Limits.

A Celebration of the Life and Work of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Town and community organizers welcomed a capacity crowd to the 22nd annual celebration of the life and work of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. held in the Town Hall Auditorium.  Sponsors for this event included the West Hartford African 
American Social and Cultural Organization (WHAASCO), the Town of West Hartford, West Hartford Public Schools, and 
the West Hartford Human Rights Commission. Refreshments were provided by the Elmwood Community Senior Center.  
After opening remarks by Mayor Shari Cantor, the event emcee, Ms. Tammy Exum, former Board of Education Vice-Chair 
and community leader, provided commentary on the significance of the day and the impact of Dr. King and his message 
on her life.  Ms. Exum introduced the program with highlights that included stirring reflections from student speakers, 
Grace Evans of Conard High School, and Deonna Hightower of Hall High School. There were moving musical and vocal 
presentations by the Conard High School Jazz Combo led by director Scott Porter, Voices of Bristow led by choir director 
Giovanna Roche, and Conard’s Voices of the 
World led by choral director Sam Eurich. 
Surprise guest Senator Richard Blumenthal 
spoke and underscored the importance of 
the day’s event to not only remember Dr. 
King but actively engage as a community in 
service to his message.  Dr. Elena DeVaughn 
of the WHAASCO introduced the keynote 
speaker, Jay Williams of the Hartford 
Foundation for Public Giving.  Mr. Williams, 
former mayor of the City of Youngstown, Ohio 
and former Deputy Director of the Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs at the White House, 
delivered an inspiring address and a call to 
action that asked all to reflect on, “Where will 
we stand?” in an environment of uncertainty and unrest, reminding us of Dr. King’s words, that 
injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.  The formal program concluded with all in 
attendance singing We Shall Overcome.  All were invited to participate in informal conversations 
about race, equity, and action facilitated by the West Hartford Human Rights Commission.

Upcoming Events

Solisti, Chocolate Café
Feb. 24, 2 pm & 7 pm
Town Hall Auditorium
$18 reserved table seating 
$15 general admission balcony 
seating. For more information call 
860-232-4561, ext. 6389.  
Ticket sales begin Jan. 29: at  
www.solisti.us/events; follow link to 
Chocolate Café tickets.
 
ArtBeat
Townwide Student Art Exhibition
West Hartford Art League Clubhouse 
Gallery on Buena Vista Road 
March 7 - 25
Free admission
Opening reception, March 7, 
4:30-6:30 pm
For information call 860-561-6638

Conard Musical, Urinetown
Conard High School Auditorium
March 9, 10, 16, 17, 7 pm
March 11, 2 pm
Adults $18, Students $15
Ticket sales begin Feb. 21 at 
www.conardhighschoolmusical.com

Hall, Pops ‘n Jazz
Hall High School Auditorium
March 9, 10, 15, 16, 17   7:30 pm
Adults $18, Students $15
Ticket sales begin Feb. 5 at 
www.hallhighjazz.com
Hall Box Office hours 11-2:30 M-F 
starting Feb. 26
Free performance for senior citizens: 
March 14, 2 pm

 
Inter-Elementary Festival of Music
May 24, 7:30 pm
The Bushnell Center for the 
Performing Arts, Mortensen Hall
Adults $12.50 
Seniors and students $5.00
Tickets sales begin April 16 at  
www.bushnell.org 
For more information call 
860-561-6638

School Art Shows
Throughout late April and May. 
Call individual schools for more 
information.
 
Spring Concerts
Throughout late April, May, and 
June. Call individual schools for 
more information.

Artwork by Bugbee 
Elementary School  
4th & 5th Graders

Artwork by Aiken Elementary School Puzzle Piece Project
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WHPS Programs Relocate

WHPS students and teachers from the Post-
secondary, STRIVE, and AEP  programs moved into 
newly renovated space in the Cogswell Building on 
the American School for the Deaf campus on October 
10, 2017. The new location, all on one floor, provides 
classrooms for the three programs with a centralized 
office, access to related services and a kitchen for 

independent living and vocational skills training. The 
school, housed in a rectangular wing of the building, 
has an open central courtyard and is adjacent to 
several gardens.

The location also provides 
access to two public 
transportation routes. 
Renovations to the school 
include new office space 

for related services, updated classrooms, and a new culinary 
training room.  A staff member explains, “The feel in the building 
is uplifting because it is so clean and bright and we have better 
access to support.” 

This new location, replacing the Wampanoag campus, is a welcome addition for the WHPS 
community.

Math Instructional Practices
Mathematics teaching and learning are critical 
components of a child’s education. In math classrooms 
at all levels, teachers are working diligently to employ 
three math-based instructional practices that promote 
increased student engagement and deeper student 
learning: 

• establishing goals to focus learning
• eliciting and using evidence of student thinking
• facilitating meaningful discourse

In district and building-level professional development 
sessions, teachers learn how to incorporate these three 
essential instructional practices. These practices include 
establishing learning targets or “I can” statements 
for each lesson, engaging in strategic discourse such 
as Number Talks that encourage students to employ 
mental math strategies and orchestrating lessons 
that showcase students explaining and justifying their 
mathematical reasoning.  By implementing these three 
math instructional practices, our goal is to develop 
students’ understanding of concepts and increase 
their flexibility to solve challenging problems.

To support your elementary grade math student at 
home, we’ve developed an Elementary Math Resources 
for Families page located on the district website (www.
whps.org/academics). At all grade levels, we encourage 
families to discuss with their children thinking and 
strategies rather than simply providing answers or 
solving math problems (Tell me what the problem 
is about. Help me understand how you are thinking 
about this problem. What do you think you need to 
do?  What strategies might you use?)  Developing 
student confidence and independence as problem-
solvers is important. National Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics (NCTM) Past President J. Michael 
Shaughnessy noted, “Often, in the process of talking 
it through, a student will figure out what is needed, or 
the next step to take. Students always know more than 
they think they know—and often more than they will 
admit to knowing. If you do know the answer, or how 
to proceed, then ask more questions and try to help 
the students figure it out for themselves.” 

Support for Parents and Families: Helping your Math 
Students (2010). National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics. Source: http://www.nctm.org

As part of our facilities improvement plan, the main office at 
Sedgwick Middle School has been relocated to the Wardwell 
Road side of the building.  In addition to being ADA compliant, 
this relocation will allow a more secure building as visitors 
will be admitted directly to the office.

Inspiring Equity Exhibit Builds Community and Awareness

On December 14th and 16th, over 400 guests attended the Inspiring Equity Multimedia Exhibit at 
the West Hartford Town Hall.  The project was the culmination of the We All Have a Story to Tell: 
Inspiring Equity through Community Conversations.  The exhibit included a reception that featured 
a gallery of still portraits of over 150 individuals and groups.  By downloading a free ‘Live Portrait’ 
application, guests could see the project participants and could hear stories of how participants 
inspire equity within West Hartford.  All of the images and stories were captured in a book entitled, 
“Community:  Voices Toward Equity; West Hartford Listens”.  The book can be accessed through 
all WHPS and West Hartford Libraries.   Limited  soft cover copies are still available for purchase 
through the Office of Diversity Advancement by emailing roszena_haskins@whps.org. 

Throughout the two-night Inspiring Equity reception, visitors 
viewed a continuous recording of the images and listened to the 
stories of the participants on a large screen in the Auditorium.  As 
guests engaged in a gallery-walk, many made new acquaintances 
and reunited with old friends. The décor and refreshments were 
provided courtesy of several local businesses and other generous 
community donors.  Grant Coordinator, 
Michelle Lacroix, welcomed and 

thanked guests, and recognized project organizers and participants 
for their support and the roles that they play to inspire equity in  
West Hartford.  

We All Have a Story to Tell was a year-long project funded through 
the William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund, in fiscal partnership with 
the Bridge Family Center. The purpose of the project was to facilitate 
community dialogue through storytelling. Due to popular demand, 
the project organizers extended the exhibit through the annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration.   Please visit www.whps.org/edc 
for future community dialogue events.  

Sedgwick Improvements 
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